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ABSTRACT
Egg retention is a commonly encountered reproductive problem in birds and may lead to complications
such as cloacal prolapse if not treated promptly. A two-year-old parrot weighing 85 g was presented
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Ar}(‘)GeOs,s;l\,/C(::%irgt?s:t © Egg binding is a condition in which an egg fails to pass through the oviduct within the normal time required i

for laying. It is one of the commonly encountered reproductive problems in birds. In most birds, an egg is
formed and laid within 24-26 hours after ovulation, with subsequent eggs usually being laid at intervals of
about 48 hours (Harrison, 1986) (11, Cloacal prolapse, on the other hand, occurs when the internal tissues of
the cloaca protrude through the vent (Crespo et al., 2003) [2]. Cockatiels, budgerigars (parakeets), and
finches are among the most commonly kept pet birds and are frequently affected by egg binding (Saranya et
al., 2018). Several factors can contribute to egg binding and the development of cloacal prolapse, including
chronic egg laying, impaired oviductal muscle function, nutritional deficiencies, malformed eggs, oviductal
injury, systemic diseases, species-related predisposition, and disturbances in calcium metabolism caused by
calcium depletion, poor absorption, or inadequate dietary calcium availability (Idris, 2022) [3]. When not
treated promptly, egg binding can result in prolonged egg retention and complications such as granuloma
formation, uterine impaction, extrauterine egg deposition, and, in severe cases, death (Demir et al., 2025) 141,
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Material and Methods

A two-year-old parrot weighing 85 g was presented to the Veterinary Clinical Complex, Nagpur Veterinary
College, Nagpur, with a two-day history of swelling in the posterior region of the body, reduced activity, and
anorexia. On physical examination, a mass was observed protruding through the cloacal opening. Further ex-
amination confirmed cloacal prolapse associated with a retained egg (Fig No.1). The bird showed signs of
tenesmus, laboured respiration, persistent tail wagging, and complete absence of defecation.

The bird was manually restrained using the towel technique, taking care to avoid excessive restraint that
could result in physical injury or respiratory distress. The cloacal region was gently cleaned with water con-
taining an appropriate antiseptic solution to remove adhering dirt and debris. Subsequently, 2% Xylocaine
(lidocaine hydrochloride) jelly was applied to the cloacal mucosa for local desensitisation and to facilitate
manipulation.
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Figure 1. parrot with egg retention and prolapsed cloaca

The retained egg was carefully manipulated and removed through the
cloacal opening by controlled fragmentation. After removing the egg
fragments and residual material, the prolapsed tissue was thoroughly
flushed with normal saline. Pop-in spray was then applied to the pro-
lapsed tissue to help reduce oedema and facilitate replacement (Fig.
No. 2). Following adequate lubrication, the prolapsed cloacal tissue
was gently and gradually repositioned into its normal anatomical po-
sition (Fig. No. 3).

Postoperatively, oxytetracycline hydrochloride (5.5% w/v) was ad-
ministered intramuscularly at a dose of 0.25 mL/kg body weight.
Meloxicam was administered at a dose of 0.2 mg/kg body weight for
five days to help control inflammation and discomfort. The bird was
monitored for recurrence of cloacal prolapse, defecation, activity, and
general clinical condition during the postoperative period.

Result and Discussion

The bird recovered completely without any post-treatment complica-
tions. Egg retention is a common reproductive problem in birds, and
prolonged straining may lead to prolapse of the oviduct or cloaca. It is
more frequently seen in first-time layers and can occur due to several
factors, including nutritional problems and the presence of abnor-
mally large eggs (Joy and divya, 2014) [3]. In this case, the large size
of the retained egg was considered the main factor responsible for egg
retention and subsequent cloacal prolapse. Early diagnosis and appro-
priate treatment helped in the successful management of the condition
and resulted in complete recovery.

Figure 2. Application of pop in spray Fig No.3 Post reposition of prolapsed mass

Conclusion

This case demonstrates the successful manual management of egg re-
tention with cloacal prolapse in a parrot. The retained egg was care-
fully removed, and the prolapsed tissue was gently repositioned, re-
sulting in complete recovery without complications. In suitable cases,
this simple and minimally invasive approach may be considered as an
alternative to surgical intervention.

References

1. Harrison GJ. Reproductive medicine. In: Harrison GJ, Harrison
LR, eds. Clinical avian medicine and surgery. Philadelphia: WB
Saunders. 1986:620-623.

27

2. Crespo R, Shivprasad HL. Developmental, metabolic and other
non-infectious disorders. In: Saif YM, ed. Diseases of poultry.
(11th edn), Iowa State Press, Blackwell Publishers. 2003:1231.

3. Idris I. Management of egg-bound condition in non-descript
Nigerian indigenous chicken: a case report. FUDMA Journal of
Agriculture and Agricultural Technology. 2022;8(1):273-275.

4. Demir MS, Esiyok BB, Demir MC, Kaya S, Kuru M. Egg reten-
tion and cloacal prolapse in a cockatiel (Nymphicus hollandicus):
A clinical case report. Animal and Veterinary Journal.
2025;1(1):17-19.

5. Joy B, Divya TR. Egg bound and vent prolapse in chicken: A re-
view of two cases. Bangladesh Journal of Veterinary Medicine.
2014;12(1):91-92.

AsUL0IT suowwoy) dA1ea1) o[qesrjdde oy £q pauIaA0S a1e sajonIe V() asn Jo sa[ni 10§ (wodradedKreuajoa mma//:sdny) suonipuoy) pue suua] oyl 23S [9707/01/20] U0 AIpUeqsn [EWIUY PUE SIOUAIS AIBULIAOA JO [BUINO[ [EUONEUWIDIU] AQ STYEBO [T | [A'9ZOT AIBULINOA/[ L7TT (/310 10p MMM //:sdny woxy papeotumod “(01)11 ‘970T ‘T1629SHT



International Journal of Veterinary Sciences and Animal Husbandry

6. Saranya K, Prathaban S, Senthil K, Shafiuzama M, Srithar A.
Radiographic diagnosis of egg binding syndrome in a cockatiel.
Global Journal of Bioscience and Biotechnology. 2017;6(4):713-
714.

How to cite this article: Keerthana P, Bawaskar M,
Raghuwanshi D, Gawande A, Patil M. Successful manual man-
agement of egg retention associated with cloacal prolapse in a
parrot. International Journal of Veterinary Sciences and Animal
Husbandry. 2026;11(10):26-28. doi: https://www.doi.org/10.222
71/veterinary.2026.v11.i10a.3825

28

https://www.veterinarypaper.com

16279S¥T

T

0T

T

227°01/310°10p M /sdny woxy papeoumod (1)1 9

2SURDIT suOWWO)) 2A1EAI) d[qedrjdde ay) Aq paurdA0S a1 So[IIIE () ‘asn Jo sajni 10§ (wodtadedKIeuriojea mma//:sdiy) suonipuoy) pue sud ], Ayl 23S *[9707/01/20] uo AIpueqsny [BwIuy PuE SAUSIDS AIRULIDIOA JO [EUINO[ [BUONEUISN] AQ SZE B[ [ [A'QTOT ATRULIDIOA/|


https://www.doi.org/10.22271/veterinary.2026.v11.i10a.3825
https://www.doi.org/10.22271/veterinary.2026.v11.i10a.3825

