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Abstract

The current study Swachh Bharat Abhiyan in Rural Areas: Challenges and Corrective Measures, was
conducted in two blocks of Kanpur Nagar. Three villages were chosen at random from each block, and
25 respondents were chosen from each village. A total of 150 respondents were chosen at random from
two blocks of six villages; 43.3 per cent of respondents were between the ages of 30 and 40, while 40.7
per cent had an intermediate level education. One of the main obstacles to the initiative's advancement
is the lack of access to restrooms and adequate sanitary facilities. The campaign's unsatisfactory results
in rural regions have also been attributed to a lack of knowledge and instruction regarding cleanliness
habits and their advantages. Furthermore, the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan's success is further constrained
by a lack of sufficient funding and human resources. Finally, the practice of open defecation and the
lack of appropriate waste management systems remain significant obstacles that must be removed in
order to fulfil the campaign's objectives. For Swachh Bharat Abhiyan to be a successful program in
rural regions, it is crucial to recognize these difficulties and develop policies that address them.
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Introduction

For many years, Bharat's citizens' lack of access to proper sanitation has been a major issue.
In order to solve this, the national government launched the Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM)
(also known as Swachh Bharat, Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, Clean India, and Clean India
Campaign) in 2014. With the lofty goal of guaranteeing that Bharat will be free of open
defecation by October 2019, SBM has been dubbed the largest sanitation effort in the world.
State and federal governments have worked together on the project, with assistance from
other partners. State and federal governments have collaborated on the project, with
assistance from additional partners. While building restrooms and latrines was one of SBM's
top priorities, other crucial elements of this endeavour have included developing social and
behavioural change campaigns, distributing educational and communication materials,
sending out messages via media platforms (like social media), and making sure that there are
role models, peer monitoring, and support at the community level.

Lack of resources is the main obstacle rural areas confront when executing the Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan. It is difficult for villages to maintain sanitation and hygiene since they
frequently lack basic infrastructure, such as toilets and garbage disposal facilities.
Furthermore, building waste management systems and public restrooms is challenging due to
a lack of financing and experienced labour. Due to a shortage of funding and qualified
sanitation personnel, projects like the building of restrooms under the flagship Swachh
Bharat Gramin program are frequently neglected. Inadequate sanitation facilities, poor waste
management, and a lack of access to clean drinking water are all consequences of poor
infrastructure that can lead to an unhealthy environment. A major obstacle to the Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan's success in rural regions is behavioural and cultural hurdles. The adoption
of new practices and technologies is frequently hampered by the deeply rooted hygiene and
sanitation attitudes and practices of rural residents. Some of the main issues include
superstitions around toilets, ignorance of the health advantages of disposing of waste
properly, and overall indifference to personal and public hygiene.
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Additionally, rewarding people and organizations for their
efforts to keep the environment clean can be a successful
strategy. In this manner, the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
movement will continue to advance and more people will be
motivated to maintain cleanliness. The ultimate goal of the
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan is to make the world a safer and
healthier place for everyone, and every Indian citizen must
work together to achieve this. The government must
concentrate on enhancing infrastructure, raising awareness,
and giving rural communities the resources they need in
order to overcome these obstacles and guarantee that the
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan objectives are successfully
fulfilled.

Objective
1. To examine the socio-economic characteristics of
respondents

2. To analyse the constraints faced by rural household in
implementing the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan and
strategies to overcome

Methods of Research

The study was carried out in the Kanpur district. Two blocks
were chosen at random for the study. Six communities were
purposively chosen from the chosen blocks. Twenty-five
respondents were chosen at random from each village. 150
responders were chosen as a result. Age, educational
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attainment, caste, religion, type of family, size of family
(independent variables), constraints, suggestions (dependent
variables) etc. were among the dependent and independent
variables included in the study. Statistical methods including
percentage, rank order, weighted mean, standard deviation,
and correlation coefficient were employed in the statistical
analysis of the data that was collected.

Age

Table 1: Distributions of respondents according to age group

Age group Frequency | Per cent | Mean | S.D.
20 to 30 years 15 10.0 24 3
30 to 40 years 65 43.3 35 3
40 to 50 years 55 36.7 44 3
50 years and above 15 10.0 54 2
Total 150 100.0 39 6

Table 1 shows the distribution of respondents by age group
is shown in the table: 43.3% of respondents were in the 30-
to 40-year-old age group, with an average mean of 35 and a
standard deviation of 3; 36.7% were in the 40- to 50-year-
old age group, with an average mean of 44 and a standard
deviation of 3; 10.0% were in the 50-year-old age group,
with an average mean of 54 and a standard deviation of 2;
and 10.0% were in the up to 30-year-old age group, with an
average mean of 24 and a standard deviation of 3.
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Fig 1: Distributions of respondents according to age group

Educational Qualification

Table 2: Distribution of respondents according to educational

qualification
Educational Qualification Frequency | Per cent

Illiterate 12 8.0

Up to primary 14 9.3

High school 37 24.7
Intermediate 61 40.7
Graduate and above 26 17.3
Total 150 100.0

Table 2 showed the distribution of respondents by
educational level is shown in table 5.6; 40.7% of
respondents had an education up to the intermediate level,
followed by 24.7% who had an education up to high school,
and 17.3% who had a degree or above. However, just 8.0%
of respondents were illiterate, while 9.3% of respondents
had only completed elementary school.

Constraints faced by respondents in implementation of
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
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Table 3: Distribution of respondents according to constraints faced by rural people in implementation of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan

1\?(;. Constraints faced by rural people during Swachh Bharat Abhiyan SymbolsiAlwaysSometimes/Never| g/i?:; Rank|
1. Lack of effective communication between officials and rural people A 28.7 68.7 2.7 2.26 \
2. Lack of knowledge about government help in the form of subsidy B 34.7 64.0 1.3 2.33 111
3. Inadequate knowledge about Swachh Bharat Abhiyan C 2.7 84.0 13.3 1.89 XIV
4. No motivation in people D 4.0 94.7 1.3 2.03 X
S. Lack of facility in area for disposing garbage E 27.3 72.7 0.0 2.27 IV
6. No positive attitude towards the scheme F 1.3 94.7 4.0 1.97 XIII
7. | There is no understanding regarding objectives behind the activities of scheme G 14.0 85.3 0.7 2.13 VIII
3 No proper sanitary system in Villgges for dr'f\ins, soakage pits and liquid waste H 580 407 13 257 I

disposal units
9. There were no mechanism to track the health impacts of sanitation I 85.3 14.7 0.0 2.85 I

10. 0Old mind-sets of people for not constructing and using toilets in house J 12.0 76.0 12.0 2.00 X1l
11. Difficulty in maintaining cleaning in surroundings K 1.3 98.0 0.7 2.01 XI
12. Rural people were using toilets to keep fe'ed of their cattle and practicing open L 3.0 913 0.7 207 X

defecation

13. Amount given by GOI for toilet construction is insufficient M 20.7 74.0 53 2.15 VII
14. Delay in receiving fund from the officials N 20.7 78.7 0.7 2.20 VI
15. Difficulties to bring behavioural change in people (0] 20.7 71.3 8.0 2.13 VIII
16. Creating negative image of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan P 0.7 30.0 69.3 1.31 XV

Table 3 displays the distribution of respondents based on the
obstacles they encountered when implementing the Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan: 85.3% of respondents always encountered
the issue that there was no way to monitor the health effects
of sanitation, 14.7% of respondents occasionally
encountered this issue, and none of respondents never
encountered it (mean score value 2.85 and rank I). 58.0% of
respondents consistently encountered the issue of an
inadequate sanitary system for drains, soakage pits, and

liquid waste disposal units, while 40.7% of respondents
occasionally encountered this issue and 1.3% of respondents
never encountered this issue with a mean score of 2.57 and
rank II, followed by 34.7% of respondents who consistently
encountered a lack of knowledge regarding government
assistance in the form of subsidies, 64.0% of respondents
who occasionally encountered this issue, and 1.3% of
respondents who never encountered this issue with a mean
score of 2.33 and rank III.
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Fig 2: Distribution of respondents according to constraints faced by rural people in implementation of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan

Conclusion

All things considered, the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan's success
mostly depends on everyone's active involvement and group
efforts to promote hygiene and sanitation. The educational
sector, in particular, plays a vital role in raising awareness
and encouraging pupils to practice excellent hygiene.
Therefore, it is crucial to incorporate sanitation and
cleanliness education into the school curriculum. Regular
cleaning drives, student participation in awareness
campaigns and workshops, and the provision of amenities
like hand washing stations and clean restrooms can all help
achieve this. Additionally, rewarding people and
organizations for their efforts to keep the environment clean
can be a successful strategy. In this manner, the Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan movement will continue to advance and
more people will be motivated to maintain cleanliness. The
ultimate goal of the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan is to make the

world a safer and healthier place for everyone, and every
Indian citizen must work together to achieve this.

Suggestions and recommendations

e Changing people's attitudes toward cleanliness should
be the top priority.

e Education and awareness initiatives, particularly in
rural regions.

e  The rules pertaining to waste management and littering
should be enforced more strictly.

e The construction and upkeep of appropriate waste
disposal infrastructure, such as sewage treatment
facilities and waste segregation systems, should be
prioritized.

e All facets of society, including the government,
corporations, NGOs, and people, should participate in
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the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan through a cooperative
manner.
Integrating hygiene and cleanliness in the curriculum.
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