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Abstract

This paper examines representations of climate crisis and environmental breakdown in the fiction of
Kim Stanley Robinson and Amitav Ghosh, focusing on their narratives engage with ecological
degradation, climate-induced migration, and the socio-political consequences of environmental
collapse. Through a comparative critical lens, the study analyzes the distinct narrative strategies
through which both authors articulate environmental crisis while addressing questions of historical
responsibility, governance, and human resilience.

Robinson’s climate fiction, largely speculative and urban-focused, foregrounds the global and systemic
dimensions of climate change. His narratives imagine future-oriented scenarios shaped by scientific
rationality, institutional intervention, and collective political action, presenting cities as central sites of
vulnerability, adaptation, and resistance. By emphasizing policy frameworks, technological solutions,
and large-scale cooperation, Robinson’s work highlights the structural and planetary scale of the
climate emergency.

In contrast, Ghosh’s fiction situates environmental breakdown within specific geographical regions and
historically embedded contexts, particularly in South Asia. His narratives foreground the entanglement
of colonial exploitation, ecological fragility, and the marginalization of subaltern communities, thereby
resisting abstract or purely technocratic representations of climate change. Ghosh emphasizes lived
experience, cultural memory, and historical trauma, revealing environmental crises are shaped by
uneven power relations and colonial legacies.

By juxtaposing Robinson’s speculative, future-oriented imaginaries with Ghosh’s historically grounded
and region-specific storytelling, this paper demonstrates that climate crisis is mediated through
divergent yet complementary narrative modes. Despite their formal and thematic differences, both
authors underscore the interconnectedness of ecological collapse, social inequality, and political
responsibility. Ultimately, the study argues that contemporary climate fiction functions as a critical
literary intervention, fostering ecological awareness and ethical engagement while emphasizing the
urgent need for collective and historically informed responses to accelerating environmental crises.

Keywords: Environmental Collapse, Ecological Degradation, Migration, Societal Consequences,
Climate Change

Introduction

In recent years, environmental collapse has become a central theme in contemporary
literature, as the world faces the escalating impacts of climate change and ecological
degradation. Authors like Kim Stanley Robinson and Amitav Ghosh provide powerful
portrayals of these crises, each offering distinct insights into the far-reaching consequences
of ecological breakdown. Robinson’s works, particularly the Science in the Capital trilogy
and New York 2140, emphasize the global and systemic dimensions of environmental
collapse, focusing on political, economic, and environmental interconnectedness. These
novels explore the failure of political systems to address climate change, the breakdown of
urban infrastructure, and the impact of rising sea levels and extreme weather events. In
contrast, Ghosh’s The Hungry Tide (2005) [ and Gun Island (2019) @ focus on the
environmental challenges faced by South Asia, especially in the context of the Sundarbans,
where water bodies and biodiversity loss are central. Ghosh also highlights how colonial
history has shaped the region's current environmental crises. This paper compares
Robinson’s and Ghosh’s approaches to environmental collapse, particularly the migration
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that emerges as a response to ecological degradation and the
socio-political, emotional, and psychological impacts of
environmental destruction.

Robinson’s approach to environmental collapse is
speculative, set in a future where climate change has caused
widespread global destruction. His Science in the Capital
trilogy (2004-2007) and New York 2140 (2017) @ depict
cities like New York becoming partially submerged due to
rising sea levels. Robinson (2017) ! critiques political and
economic systems that fail to address the crisis, showing the
wealthy are insulated from the worst effects of climate
change, while the poor suffer in flooded, decaying parts of
the city. The failure of the cities to become more sustainable
ecosystems is a metaphor of political failure encouraging
the reader to think about systems the systems that need to be
altered in order to help resolve these issues that have
affected the world. Robinson’s work, enriched with
scientific detail, explores the global implications of climate
change, focusing on cities, economies, and social systems.
Ghosh’s works, particularly The Hungry Tide and Gun
Island, are rooted in the historical and ecological realities of
South Asia. In The Hungry Tide, Ghosh (2005) ™ connects
environmental degradation in the Sundarbans to colonial
exploitation, illustrating how British colonial powers'
resource extraction has had lasting effects. Ghosh (2005) [
writes, "The colonial enterprise had stripped the land of its
natural resources, and now the land was stripping itself of its
own" (p. 248). This link between colonialism and
contemporary environmental collapse emphasizes the long-
term consequences of exploitation. Ghosh also concentrates
on loss of biodiversity of one of the most endangered
species, Bengal tiger, and communities dislocation when the
world is collapsing by means of sea level rising and
devastating the environment and ecosystems. In Gun Island
(2019) 11, Ghosh further explores migration, linking it to the
social fragmentation caused by ecological collapse.

Both authors address the psychological and emotional
impacts of environmental collapse. Robinson’s characters,
particularly in New York 2140 (2017) [ grapple with
despair and hope as they face a flooded world. They find
their strength and comfort in group action, which is an
indication of the significance of togetherness in fueling the
need to solve the crisis. However, the characters developed
by Ghosh are afflicted by tremendous grief and loss. In The
Hungry Tide, the Sundarbans, once a sanctuary, becomes a
place of desperation and flight due to environmental
destruction. Ghosh (2005) ™M captures this sense of loss,
writing, “Every flood erases more of the past, and the future
seems as uncertain as the tides” (p. 240). For Ghosh’s
characters, the emotional toll of environmental collapse
involves not only personal loss but also the erosion of
cultural identity and community ties.

Migration is a key theme in both authors' works, though the
causes differ. In Robinson’s New York 2140 (2017) [ and
Sixty Days and Counting (2007), migration results from
rising sea levels and urban decay, forcing people to relocate
within cities or to new regions. Robinson (2017) [ writes,
“The migration of entire populations was no longer a
choice; it was the only option” (p. 307). Ghosh, in The
Hungry Tide (2005) ™M, portrays migration as a survival
necessity due to the destruction of the Sundarbans. Ghosh
(2005) [ writes, “The Sundarbans have always been a place
of migration, but now it is a place of flight, of desperation”
(p. 188). Both authors highlight the socio-political
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challenges and emotional upheaval tied to migration
showing, environmental degradation forces communities to
navigate not only ecological challenges but also political
and economic barriers.

Ultimately, both Robinson and Ghosh offer compelling
portrayals of environmental collapse, focusing on climate
change, ecological degradation, migration, and societal
consequences. While Robinson’s works emphasize the
global, urban impact of ecological collapse, Ghosh’s region-
specific focus highlights the intersection of colonial history
and environmental degradation. Through their exploration
of migration and its emotional toll, both authors urge
readers to reflect on the need for collective action,
resilience, and systemic change to address the ongoing
environmental crises threatening both ecosystems and
human societies.

Environmental Collapse and Its Depiction in Robinson’s
Works

Kim Stanley Robinson’s portrayal of environmental
collapse is rooted in scientific realism, focusing on urban
environments and the systemic failures of political and
economic structures that exacerbate ecological crises. In his
works, particularly the Science in the Capital trilogy and
New York 2140 (2017) 81, Robinson crafts speculative
narratives that examine the global consequences of climate
change. Robinson (2017) [ presents a vision of a future
New York City submerged by rising sea levels, emphasizing
the collapse of urban ecosystems and the failure of political
infrastructures to respond effectively to the crisis. His
depiction of the flooded city serves as a powerful critique of
socio-political systems, illustrating how the wealthier
classes are able to shield themselves from the worst effects
of climate change while the poor suffer in flooded, decaying
urban landscapes. Robinson makes critical arguments
through her speculative vision, which is not denying the
world industrialization, but it points out to the fact that the
lack of response to the initiatives by the political leaders to
institute sustainable environmental laws has worsened the
crisis. Through his focus on urban environments, Robinson
presents environmental collapse as a deeply systemic issue,
intertwined with the broader failures of economic and
political governance.

The failure of political systems and infrastructure is a
central theme throughout Robinson’s works, especially in
Forty Signs of Rain (2004) 4. In this novel, Robinson is
attacking the ineffectiveness of governments who have been
unable to act upon impending environmental disasters. He
(2004) poignantly captures this inertia, stating, “The
problem wasn’t that the government didn’t know the truth,
but that they couldn’t act on it” (p. 216). This statement
highlights the paralysis of political systems despite
widespread scientific consensus on climate change. The
characters created by Robinson, scientists, activists, and
policymakers, fight with the established trends in politics
that are focused on economic growth in the short-term
perspective rather than on ensuring the sustainability of their
environment. His portrayal of bureaucratic stagnation
underscores the global and systemic nature of environmental
collapse, stressing that without significant political reform
and systemic change, the ecological crises will continue to
intensify. Robinson’s speculative style is further enriched
with scientific accuracy, as he illustrates the mechanisms of
environmental collapse through realistic scenarios involving
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rising sea levels, extreme weather events, and escalating
resource shortages.

The other theme that is striking in the works of Robinson is
the social and economic consequences of environmental
degradation. In New York 2140 (2017) [, Robinson (2017)
[l paints a vivid picture of climate change exacerbates
societal inequality. The novel depicts that the elite in the
novel can live in high and secure enclaves, and the urban
poor are left exposed to flooding and deterioration of some
essential services in low-lying neighborhoods. Robinson’s
critique of socio-political structures highlights the
increasing divide between the privileged and the
disenfranchised, with the latter suffering disproportionately
from the effects of environmental collapse. This depiction is
also a warning to people about the perils of uncontrolled
capitalism and the inability of political systems to correct
balance in terms of environmental problems and thus
increase inequality and social unrest.

The role of mass action in front of ecological collapse is
also discussed in the stories of Robinson. Though his
characters are overpowered in many situations by the
magnitude of the crisis, they represent a feeling of hope and
empowerment. They collaborate by coming up with
solutions, scientific or political advocacy. Robinson (2017)
(61 underscores the importance of cooperation and resilience
in confronting climate change, suggesting that while the
situation is dire, collective human action can still mitigate
some of the damage. In doing so, Robinson not only
presents a grim picture of environmental collapse but also
emphasizes the potential for human agency to drive change,
urging readers to consider through which means they might
contribute to addressing the global environmental
challenges of the future.

Ghosh’s Exploration of Environmental Collapse: A
Historical and Cultural Perspective

In contrast to Robinson’s focus on speculative urban
collapse, Amitav Ghosh offers a region-specific and
historical exploration of environmental degradation,
particularly in South Asia. In The Hungry Tide (2005) ™,
Ghosh situates the environmental collapse within the
context of the Sundarbans, a fragile, ecologically sensitive
region home to unique species such as the Bengal tiger. The
novel ties the environmental degradation of Sundarbans to
the permanently withering effects of colonialism, specially
usage of natural resources by British colonialists. Ghosh
(2005) M writes, “The colonial enterprise had stripped the
land of its natural resources, and now the land was stripping
itself of its own, its future was being decided by its past” (p.
248). This connection between past colonial exploitation
and present-day environmental collapse highlights the
enduring impact of colonialism on the region’s ecosystems
and communities. Through this lens, Ghosh critiques the
long-term consequences of resource extraction that
disregarded the ecological balance of the Sundarbans,
leaving the region vulnerable to the effects of modern-day
climate change.

Ghosh’s works not only address environmental collapse but
also focus on the loss of biodiversity, particularly in the
Sundarbans. The endangered Bengal tiger is a prominent
symbol in The Hungry Tide, representing the fragile balance
of nature that is increasingly disrupted by human activity.
Ghosh (2005) ™M illustrates how the degradation of
ecosystems, through rising sea levels, deforestation, and
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resource exploitation, is leading to the displacement of
wildlife and the erosion of traditional human livelihoods.
The dynamic changes of the Sundarbans, both nature-driven
by tidal forces, and human-driven ination, reflect vagility of
human habitation amid environmental forces. Ghosh (2005)
(11 reflects on this process, stating, “The landscape is always
shifting, and as it shifts, it reveals new layers of history, of
struggle” (p. 184). This observation underscores how the
environmental collapse in the Sundarbans is not only an
ecological issue but also a cultural and historical one,
shaped by the complex interactions between human
societies and their environment.

Besides the environmental degradation of Sundarbans, the
works of Ghosh also delve into the changes that are
interlinked with the locals. In The Hungry Tide, the
destruction of ecosystems leads to the displacement of
people, forcing them to confront the loss of their homes,
cultural identities, and livelihoods. The description of this
displacement by Ghosh sheds light on the emotional and
psychological consequences of the existence in the
evermore hostile world. The protagonists of the novel,
especially Piya and Kanai, have to work out the dilemma of
scientific observation, personal loss, and a dire need to act.
Ghosh’s focus on the human cost of environmental collapse
emphasizes the intersection of ecological degradation with
social, economic, and emotional upheaval, offering a more
intimate portrayal of the climate change that affects the
vulnerable communities.

Moreover, the socio-political arrangements that aid in
instigating environmental deterioration are also debunked
by Ghosh in his work. In Gun Island (2019) [, Ghosh
examines the migration, driven by environmental collapse,
is compounded by political and historical factors, such as
colonialism and the ongoing exploitation of natural
resources. His characters, particularly Deen, must confront
not only the physical displacement caused by climate
change but also the political and historical forces that shape
their movement. Ghosh (2019) @ writes, “The migrations of
the past had been driven by the movements of water, and
now, once again, the water was driving people from their
homes” (p. 214). By linking migration to colonial history
and environmental collapse, Ghosh highlights how historical
and political dynamics continue to shape the patterns of
displacement today, further complicating the global crisis of
migration.

Societal Consequences of Environmental Collapse

Both Robinson and Ghosh examine the societal
consequences of environmental collapse, albeit from
different perspectives. In the works by Robinson, the
concept of ecosystems breakdown is somewhat related to
destabilization of the urban environment, political system
inability to easily respond to the crisis. In New York 2140,
Robinson (2017) [ portrays a world where climate change
exacerbates social inequality, with the wealthy living in
protected enclaves while the poor are left to suffer in
flooded, decaying areas of the city. The negative effect of
social fragmentation embodied by Robinson is that the gap
between the rich and the poor is continuously growing, and
the disintegration of urban ecosystems continues to widen
the economic and social differences. The failure of
governance structures and the lack of political will to
address climate change are central themes in his works,
underscoring the political inaction accelerates the collapse
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of social systems.

In contrast, Ghosh’s portrayal of the societal consequences
of environmental collapse is more focused on the rural and
indigenous communities of South Asia, particularly in the
Sundarbans. In The Hungry Tide, the environmental
degradation of the Sundarbans leads to the destruction of
traditional ways of life, as communities are forced to
migrate due to flooding and the loss of livelihoods. Ghosh
(2005) M jllustrates how social fragmentation occurs in the
face of environmental collapse, stating, “The people who
live here have always had to make peace with nature, but
now, it’s nature that is fighting back” (p. 158). The same
transition indicates the reason behind the socio-structural
hiccups in the natural world and in the social environment
of communities, as an ecosystem fall apart it brings about a
disintegration of the cultural framework, economic balance,
and lifestyle. Ghosh’s focus on the displacement and
migration of communities highlights the emotional toll and
social costs of environmental collapse, particularly for
marginalized groups.

While both authors explore social fragmentation, Robinson
focuses on the global consequences of environmental
collapse on urban societies, with particular attention to the
socio-economic divisions between the wealthy and the poor.
Ghosh, however, focuses his works on the destruction of the
environment among rural and indigenous communities,
especially by examining the linkages between colonialism
and environmental devastation to socio-political disparities.
Nevertheless, both authors identify the necessity of
discussing the socio-political framework underlying the
process of degrading the environment and address the
necessity of rebuilding the system in the light of ecological
disaster.

Migration as a Response to Environmental Collapse
Migration is a critical theme in both Robinson’s and
Ghosh’s works, though the causes and nature of migration
differ significantly in their narratives. In Robinson’s New
York 2140 (2017) 8 and Sixty Days and Counting (2007),
migration is primarily a response to rising sea levels, urban
decay, and the collapse of infrastructure. In New York 2140,
Robinson (2017) ! illustrates how migration becomes a
survival strategy, with entire populations forced to relocate
within cities or seek refuge in other regions. Robinson
(2017) [ writes, “The migration of entire populations was
no longer a choice; it was the only option” (p. 307),
highlighting the inevitability of migration in a world
overwhelmed by environmental collapse. The novel portrays
the breakdown of urban systems due to climate change
forces people to adapt to new realities, leading to mass
migration and displacement.

In contrast, Ghosh’s The Hungry Tide (2005) [ explores
migration as a response to the destruction of the
Sundarbans, where communities are displaced due to rising
sea levels and ecosystem collapse. Ghosh (2005) M writes,
“The Sundarbans have always been a place of migration, but
now it is a place of flight, of desperation” (p. 188),
emphasizing the urgency and desperation of migration as a
survival mechanism. Ghosh’s focus on migration also ties
into the intersection of colonial history and contemporary
environmental issues, as past injustices continue to shape
the displacement patterns of marginalized communities. By
exploring the socio-political factors that exacerbate
migration, Ghosh underscores the historical exploitation and
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the degradation of ecosystems force people to flee their
homes, further complicating the global crisis of
environmental migration.

Both authors present migration as a necessary response to
ecological collapse, but Robinson’s portrayal is rooted in the
systemic, urban consequences of climate change, while
Ghosh’s narrative highlights the regional and historical
dimensions of displacement. Both works illustrate the
emotional toll of migration, emphasizing how it leads to the
loss of cultural identity, community, and a sense of
belonging. Through their depictions of migration, Robinson
and Ghosh underscore the urgent need for systemic change
to address the root causes of environmental degradation and
mitigate the impacts on displaced populations.

Conclusion

In their respective works, Kim Stanley Robinson and
Amitav Ghosh provide profound and urgent reflections on
the environmental crises that are reshaping the world.
Robinson’s speculative narratives confront the global,
systemic failures that exacerbate ecological collapse,
critiquing the inability of political systems and infrastructure
to address the escalating threat of climate change. Instead,
Ghosh focuses on the issue of the environmental
degradation of the past and the specifics of the region with
references to South Asia, where the history of colonialism
and the current loss of biodiversity merge with the patterns
of contemporary environmental issues. Both authors,
through their masterful storytelling, emphasize not only the
physical destruction of the natural world but also the
profound psychological and emotional impacts of
environmental collapse on individuals and communities.
Their exploration of displacement whether in the form of
forced migration due to rising seas or the disruption of
cultural identities underscores the emotional and social toll
that ecological degradation inflicts on wvulnerable
populations. The societal consequences in their narratives
are stark: social systems break down, economic inequalities
widen, and political structures crumble in the face of
overwhelming environmental challenges. With these blunt
realities in mind, a call to action is presented by Robinson
and Ghosh, who demonstrate that it will take more than
adaptations to survive in this altering world. It will require
an extreme transition in the mode of operations of the
societies of man and his interaction with the planet.

Both writers lay it down that the current environmental
crisis cannot be categorized as a unique or remote problem
as it is a dire and multidimensional dilemma and must be
tackled by action. Their works compel us to confront the
deep, interconnected relationship between human societies
and the environment, urging readers to reconsider how we
respond to climate change and ecological degradation.
Robinson and Ghosh make their case for the necessity of
changing the system and the necessity of solidarity,
strength, and vision of coming together to make the world
sustainable in the future.
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