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Abstract

The study aimed to identify the barriers to rural women's participation in extension activities in Tikrit District, Salah Al-Din Governorate.
Additionally, it sought to determine the correlation between these barriers and independent factors, including (social status, family type,
landholding size, and attitude toward extension activities). The research population comprised all rural women in Tikrit District who hold
agricultural contracts and actively work on their farms, as recorded in the Tikrit Agricultural Division. The total number of these women was
451. After excluding the pilot sample of 30 respondents, the research population was reduced to 421. A simple proportional random sample
of 27% was selected, resulting in 113 respondents for the study.

The results indicated that the level of barriers faced by rural women in the study area was high, tending towards the average. This suggests
that rural women encounter numerous challenges across all studied domains. The researchers recommend finding solutions to all the
identified obstacles. Moreover, the statement "Lack of government support for women to undertake productive projects” ranked first among
the barriers specific to rural women. This highlights the limited resources available to rural women for engaging in industrial or agricultural
activities.

Furthermore, a significant correlation was found between the barriers to rural women's participation in extension activities and most of the
studied factors. This underscores the importance of these factors in overcoming the challenges hindering women's participation in extension
activities. The researchers recommend that the Salah Al-Din Agriculture Directorate and other relevant institutions in the governorate work
on addressing these barriers and increasing governmental support for rural women to enable them to initiate productive projects. This would
enhance their societal role and promote their economic independence.
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Introduction

The agricultural sector, particularly in developing countries,
is a primary focus for policymakers aiming to implement
changes that foster its development and enhance production.
This is due to its significant role in poverty reduction and
food security. The urgency of improving this sector has
grown in recent years in light of the numerous challenges it
faces, including rapid population growth, climate change,
and urban expansion into rural areas, which has led to the
conversion of agricultural lands into residential zones.
Additionally, the sector struggles with water resource
scarcity and shifting demands for agricultural products in
both global and local markets (Birner & Raabe, 2012) [*41,
The issue of rural development occupies an important place
among the priorities of social, political and economic action
in various societies, and although there is a difference in the
meaning of the concept of rural development from one time
to another, and from one society to another, it is agreed that
the main goal of rural development is to improve the quality
of life of rural peo ple (Al-Ajmi and Abou El-Naga, 2018:
525) [41,

The development of the agricultural sector plays a vital role
in ensuring food security, achieving economic
diversification,  alleviating  global poverty  and
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unemployment, balancing between food resources and
population growth, and providing inputs for other industrial,
productive and service sectors (Abdul Halim, 2022: 2) B, |t
is one of the main guidance and change tools for most
development activities in the world, and it is a key pillar of
the required change and an effective tool for it, as it is the
main channel for transferring the results of agricultural
research and modern technical methods into application and
implementation in farmers' fields to improve and increase
agricultural productivity (Khairi et al., 2015: 382) 4,

Rural women serve as the cornerstone and primary pillar
upon which most rural families rely for economic
development and income enhancement. They achieve this
by engaging in agricultural activities associated with small
rural enterprises, using their earnings to cover various
household expenses. Moreover, whether paid or unpaid,
women's labor plays a crucial role in reducing household
poverty rates in most developing economies (Reihan,
2018:1) B,

The significance of rural women in development stems from
their diverse income-generating activities. In addition to
their roles as wives and mothers responsible for raising and
caring for their children, they actively participate in various
agricultural tasks, food processing, dairy product
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manufacturing, livestock care and breeding, and farm
product marketing. Thus, women play an influential role in
society, contributing not only as productive individuals but
also as key figures in family-building and social
development. Their role in rural development is substantial,
as they represent an essential and active productive force in
rural communities (Abdel Aal, 2002:12) 561,

Women’s work is not confined to their family-owned lands;
many work as laborers on others’ farms, particularly during
planting and harvesting seasons. Consequently, their
contributions to the agricultural sector are significant.
However, their earnings are substantially lower than those
of men due to limited access to resources and productive
opportunities. Women's participation in the labor force
varies significantly across regions, yet they are more likely
to hold unpaid, seasonal, or part-time jobs. Data indicate
that women frequently receive lower wages than men for
performing the same tasks (Chanana-Nag, 2018) (21,

Rural women face significant challenges, including poverty,
illiteracy, lack of legal rights, and restrictive social roles, all
of which hinder their empowerment. Despite these barriers,
they exhibit remarkable resilience, often through active
participation in community development initiatives (Gyan,
2025) 71, The gender gap in women's agricultural roles
negatively impacts them in multiple ways, particularly in
terms of earned income. Household income directly
influences access to food and increases family earnings.
Women's income plays a crucial role in ensuring household
food security and improving children's nutrition
(Devasahayam, 2020: 1-2) (4,

If this gap continues, the food security of families will be
jeopardised and women must be able to maintain the
nutritional status of their families (Cohen, 2020) [*31. Despite
the prominent role that rural women play in economic and
social life, there are many cultural, social and economic
obstacles that limit them from fulfilling this role, in addition
to the failure to identify a separate component for rural
women in the priorities and objectives of development
plans, and the insufficient number of women extension
cadres in both production and marketing. In recent years, the
gap between the incomes of individuals has widened, and
the standard of living for women who relied on agriculture
for their livelihoods has decreased. Extension programmes
directed at rural women have not met their needs, and this
may be due to many obstacles related to the extension
system and its inability to deliver extension messages
efficiently and in a timely manner. Rural women suffer from
deprivation of many needs and deficiencies in many
priorities.

The multiple roles of women as mothers, wives, food
producers, and those responsible for preparing family meals
have significantly increased their burdens. These
responsibilities often come at the expense of the time
needed to develop their skills in agriculture and income-
generating activities (Al-Noor, 2014: 8-9) &8,

One of the most significant barriers to women's participation
in the formal labor market is the persistence of traditional
social conditions and beliefs. This is despite the necessity of
their involvement in most agricultural activities, such as
crop cultivation and maintenance, as well as livestock
breeding and care. Additionally, women contribute to
various non-agricultural activities, including the production
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and processing of dairy products, weaving, embroidery, and
carpet-making.

Although rural women play a crucial role in society, several
obstacles prevent them from participating in many extension
activities designed to enhance their economic and social
development. A major issue is their lack of awareness about
their own potential, which limits their ability to adapt to
advancements and engage effectively with their
communities.

This is evidenced by the customs and traditions prevailing in
society, their economic, social and cultural dependence, and
their low level of health status, which led to their
helplessness in the face of these challenges and their
indecision between submission and isolation on the one
hand and confrontation on the other (Ministry of Planning,
2016) 1. Some studies indicate that the main factors
affecting women's ability to participate in agricultural
extension activities are their inability to access resources,
the existence of discriminatory gender norms, ignoring
women's needs and interests, the traditional views of men as
farmers, the lack of clarity of women farmers' work, and

women's lack of capital. (Shibata et al., 2020: 1101- 1125)
[19]

Although rural women are actively involved in agricultural
activities, their contribution is often seen as ‘helping’ their
husbands, limiting their participation in decision-making

and being recognised as farmers. (Gali'e, et al, 2022: 25-24)
[15]

The weakness of extension programmes in the fields of
home economics and essential food industries is due to
some social customs, especially those related to allowing
rural women to contribute to development programmes,
which is known as socio-cultural barriers. In addition to the
weakness or absence of social and developmental studies
and research for the rural population, and the degree to
which rural women absorb scientific and extension
recommendations and their impact on the development of
rural women and encourage them to settle and not migrate
to cities and urban areas (Arab Organisation, 1998:83-84) ["],
Hence, the importance of involving rural women in the
planning and implementation of agricultural programs and
projects becomes evident. Providing them with credit and
marketing facilities, as well as enhancing the role of female
agricultural extension services in rural areas—particularly
those focused on income-generating activities and
household economics—is crucial (Ministry of Agriculture,

2000: 4) (201,

Rural women require extension programs and activities to

raise their awareness, particularly through a review of the

extension activities conducted by the General Authority for

Agricultural Extension and Cooperation (Jaradat, 2006) ¢,

Based on this, the research problem is framed around

answering the following research questions:

e What are the barriers to rural women's participation in
extension activities in the district of Tikrit / Salah al-
Din Governorate in general?

e What is the descending order of the fields and sections
of the research?

e s there a statistically significant relationship between
the barriers to rural women's participation in extension
activities and the independent factors, namely (social
status, type of family, landholding size, and attitude
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towards extension activities)?

Objectives

1. To identify the barriers to rural women's participation
in extension activities in the district of Tikrit / Salah al-
Din Governorate in general.

2. To rank the fields and sections of the research in
descending order.

3. To determine the correlation between the barriers to
rural women's participation in extension activities and
the independent factors, namely (social status, type of
family, landholding size, and attitude towards extension

https://www.extensionjournal.com

activities).

Research population and sample

The research population included all rural women in Tikrit
district who own agricultural contracts and work in them
according to the records of the Tikrit Agriculture Division
(451) women, and after excluding the exploratory sample of
(30) respondents from the total research population, the
research population became (421), from which a simple
proportional random sample of (27%) respondents was
selected, thus the number of respondents subjected to the
research procedure (113), as shown in Table (1).

Table 1: Population and research sample

District Name and Number|{Number of Respondents|Sample Size| District Name and Number |[Number of Respondents|Sample Size
1-9 Al-Jazeera 129 35 26 Al-Hawi and Tal Al-Souq * 8 -
22 Al-Hassa and Al-Kouz 134 36 25 Al-Hawi and Al-Sahl * 9 -
50 Sudeira Al-Bouajil 45 12 23 Nahr Al-Hadid 14 4
49 Al-Naama 40 11 3 Al-Awja Al-Gharbia * 4

20 Umm Al-Ghurban * 1 - 2 Al-Awja Al-Shargiya * 3 -
8 Al-Khank * 1 - 1 Owainat 16 4
9 Al-Mahzam * 4 - 47 Al-Naama 16 4

21 Diyum Tikrit 22 6 Total 451 113

13 Al-Milha 5 1

* Women in the indicated districts were excluded from the research sample because they served as the pilot test sample; however, they were

not excluded from the overall population.

Preparation of the questionnaire

A questionnaire consisting of two sections was prepared.
The first section included some personal factors of rural
women such as (marital status, type of family, size of
holding, and attitude towards extension activities) while the
second section included (42) statements expressing the
obstacles to the participation of rural women in Tikrit
district (Salahuddin governorate) and alternatives (large,
medium, small, none) distributed among the research areas
as shown in Table (2).

Table 2: Distribution of the questionnaire's paragraphs according
to the research areas

Field Number of Items
Barriers specific to rural women 16
Social barriers 13
Barriers related to agricultural extension 13
Total 42

Measurement of Independent Variables

1. Social Status: It was measured using the following
options: (Single, Married, Widowed, Divorced). Values
were assigned as (1, 2, 3, 4) respectively.

2. Type of Family: It was measured using two options:
(Nuclear, Extended). Values were assigned as (1, 2)
respectively.

3. Landholding Size: It was measured by determining the
area of land owned by the rural woman in dunams.

4. Attitude Towards Extension Activities: The scale
consisted of 8 statements, with alternatives (Agree,
Neutral, Disagree). Values were assigned as (3, 2, 1) for
positive statements, and (1, 2, 3) for negative
statements, respectively.

Measuring the dependent variable

Obstacles to rural women's participation in extension
activities were measured through (42) paragraphs
distributed among the research areas, each of which was
given the alternatives (great, medium, few, none) and the
values (3, 2, 1, 0) were given respectively.

Statistical methods

Many statistical methods and means were used, including
range, mean, standard deviation, Pearson's law, Spearman's
law, and t-test.

Results and Discussion

Objective 1: Identifying the Barriers to Rural Women’s
Participation in Extension Activities in Tikrit District, Salah
al-Din Governorate in General.

The values representing the extent of barriers to rural
women's participation in extension activities in Tikrit
District, Salah al-Din Governorate ranged between (47 -
116), with an average of (89.57) and a standard deviation of
(15.745). The respondents were divided into three
categories, and the results are shown in Table (3).

Table 3: Distribution of respondents according to the magnitude of obstacles to participation in counselling activities

Category Number | Percentage | Average Barriers
Low (47-69) 13 11.50% 62.54
Medium (70-92) 47 41.60% 80.98
High (93 and above) 53 46.90% 103.81
Total 113 100%
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It is clear from table (3) that 46.90% of the respondents fall
in the high category, which is the highest percentage,
followed by the medium category with 41.60%, so the
magnitude of the barriers to participation in extension
activities is described as high and tends to the medium,
meaning that the magnitude of the barriers preventing rural
women from participating in extension activities in Tikrit
district in general is large and the reason may be that the
social customs and traditions of rural families prevent them
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from mixing with men or the lack of government support for

women or the lack of extension activities for small

productive projects managed by rural women.

The second objective: Arrange the research areas and

paragraphs in descending order.

e The research areas were arranged in descending order
by percentage weight and the result was as shown in
Table (4).

Table 4: Descending order of research areas

Field Number of Statements | Maximum Value | Average | Percentage Weight |Rank
Barriers related to agricultural guidance 13 39 28.65 73.46 1
Barriers specific to rural women 16 48 33.62 70.04 2
Social barriers 13 39 27.30 70.00 3

It is clear from Table (4) that the obstacles related to
agricultural extension ranked first with a percentage weight
of (73.46), which may be due to the lack of female
agricultural extension workers implementing extension
activities in the village or the lack of extension activities for
rural women. Social constraints ranked last with a percentile
weight of (70), which may be due to the lack of social
restrictions at the present time on the freedom of rural

women in the research area.
The paragraphs are arranged in descending order by
arithmetic mean and by the following research areas:

The first area: The obstacles specific to rural women

The obstacles for rural women were arranged in descending
order according to the arithmetic mean and the result was as
in Table (5).

Table 5: Descending order of the paragraphs in the field of obstacles for rural women

Statement Average Rank
9. Lack of government support for women to undertake productive projects 2.460 1
13. Lack of designated outlets to market women's industrial products 2.363 2
5. Taking advice from older farmers more than from agricultural advisors 2.336 3
8. Satisfaction with traditional methods in agricultural processes 2.310 4
11. Fear of failure in projects recommended by agricultural extension 2.186 5
14. Difficulty in balancing household duties with extension activities 2177 6
15. Long agricultural working hours prevent rural women from participating in any extension activity 2.115 7
10. Lack of independence for rural women in making agricultural decisions 2.062 8
6. Lack of awareness among rural women about the importance of extension activities 2.044 9
12. Cultural and social status differences between the advisor and rural women 2.027 10
4. Inability to implement the recommendations of the agricultural advisor 2.009 11
1. Low educational level of rural women 1.982 12
2. Lack of belief in the recommendations of the agricultural extension service 1.938 135
7. Advanced age and inability to attend extension activities 1.938 135
16. Low income of rural women prevents implementing extension recommendations 1.858 15
3. Feeling of lack of social status for rural women 1.805 16

Maximum value = 3

It can be seen from Table (5) that the paragraph (lack of
government support for women to carry out productive
projects for women) ranked first with an average of (2.460),
followed by the paragraph (lack of extension activities for
small productive projects) ranked second and the reason
may be the lack of government support for small projects
that rural women can manage, while the paragraph (feeling
that there is no social status for rural women) ranked last
with an average of (1.805) and the reason may be that rural
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women in Tikrit district feel their role in participating in
family decision-making.

Second area: Ranking the paragraphs of the social
obstacles area in descending order

The paragraphs of the social constraints domain were
arranged in descending order by arithmetic mean and the
result was as shown in Table (6).
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Table 6: Descending order of the social obstacles paragraphs

Statement Average Rank
1. Weak community interest in training women compared to men 2.646 1
10. Lack of awareness of the role of women in rural society 2.363 2.5
7. Social customs do not allow women to interact with strangers 2.363 2.5
2. Women are not allowed to visit the agricultural division 2.319 4
8. Lack of organizations that support rural women 2.310 5
12. Family members do not approve of participation in extension activities 2.221 6
9. Inability to form social relationships with the extension advisor 2.186 7
11. Society's lack of belief in projects run by rural women 2.159 8.5
13. Rural women feel embarrassed when leaving the house frequently 2.159 8.5
3. Lack of leadership role for women in rural society 2.124 10
4. Weak interest in women's opinions in rural society 1.947 11
5. Women's inability to express their ideas within the family 1.938 12
6. Low confidence in rural women's decisions and opinions 1.920 13

Maximum value = 3

Table (6) shows that (lack of organisations that support rural
women) ranked first with a mean of (2.646), followed by
(lack of awareness of the importance of the role of women
in rural society) which ranked second with an arithmetic
mean of (2.363), which may be due to the lack of conviction
and confidence in the decisions and opinions of rural
women. The reason may be the lack of organisations
working in the research area to provide sufficient support
for rural women to establish such projects, while (lack of
conviction and confidence in the decisions and opinions of
rural women) came last with an average of (1.920) The
reason for this paragraph coming last may be the monotony

of daily life in the practice of domestic and agricultural
work, which does not need new decisions put forward by
women, which may be the reason for the monotony of daily
life in the practice of domestic and agricultural work.

Third area: Ranking the obstacles related to agricultural
extension in descending order

The paragraphs of the field of obstacles related to
agricultural extension were arranged in descending order
according to the arithmetic mean and the result was as
shown in Table (7).

Table 7: Ranking the paragraphs of obstacles related to agricultural extension in descending order

Statement Average | Rank
12. No extension activities implemented in the village where the woman lives 2.301 1
11. Lack of extension activities dedicated to the development of rural women 2.274 2.5
4. No female agricultural extension workers communicating with rural women 2.274 2.5
5. Weak focus on extension activities for home industries 2.230 4
6. Lack of belief in what the agricultural extension service recommends 2.195 5
2. The timing of extension activities is not suitable for women 2.186 6
8. No suitable places for the extension advisor to meet with women 2.168 7
10. The topics of the extension message do not fit my agricultural needs and problems 2.106 8
9. The extension message is repetitive and does not address new agricultural topics 2.080 9
3. Lack of visual aids to help understand the extension message 2.071 10
7. No follow-up by the agricultural extension advisor to implement scientific recommendations 1.947 11
1. Unclear objectives of the extension message 1.832 12
13. The agricultural extension advisor lacks the necessary experience and skills to deliver the message 1.637 13

Maximum value = 3

It can be seen from Table (7) that (Lack of implementation
of extension activities in the village) ranked first with a
mean of (2.301), followed by (Lack of interest of extension
activities in marketing activities) ranked second with a mean
of (2.274%), and the reason may be the lack of transport for
female guides to help them reach the village or the lack of
suitable places where the guide meets with rural women,
while (The agricultural guide does not have sufficient
experience and skill to deliver the extension message) came
last. (1.637) ranked last with an average of (1.637), which
may be due to the lack of contact between agricultural
extension workers and rural women and the lack of
receiving extension messages from them at all.

Objective 3: To determine the correlation between the
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barriers to rural women's participation in extension activities
and each of the independent factors:

1. Marital Status: The respondents were distributed
according to their marital status as shown in Table (8).

Table 8: Ranking of respondents by marital status

Category Numper of Percentage | Average r.s
Participants (%) Obstacles | Value
Single 13 11.51 77.36 **0.30
Married 69 61.06 88.84
Widow 24 21.24 97.29
Divorced 7 6.19 93.00
Total 113 100%

**|ndicates that the correlation is significant at the (0.01) level
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It can be inferred from Table (8) that the highest percentage
of respondents falls within the "married” category, which
accounted for 61.06%, while the highest average obstacles
were found in the "widow" category. To determine the
correlation between social status and the level of obstacles
faced by rural women, the Spearman correlation coefficient
was used, and the correlation value was 0.30. To test the
significance of this relationship, a t-test was conducted, and
the result showed that the relationship is significant at the
0.01 level. Based on this, the null hypothesis, which states
that "there is no significant correlation between the
participation of rural women in extension activities in Tikrit
district/Salah al-Din governorate and their social status," is
rejected. This result may be due to the fact that widowed
and divorced women bear the responsibility of supporting
the family and meeting its needs, which leads them to face
numerous challenges, making them less concerned with
extension activities. This result aligns with the findings of a
study by Raghab et al. (2017: 1485-1503) 21,

2. Family type: The respondents were distributed
according to family type as shown in Table (9).

Table 9: Distribution of respondents according to family type
categories

https://www.extensionjournal.com

obstacles was found in the "High" category, which is
(97.38). To find the correlation between landholding size
and the obstacles faced by rural women, the Spearman's
correlation coefficient was used, and the correlation value
was found to be (0.29). To test the significance of the
relationship, the t-test was applied, and it was found to be
significant at the (0.01) level. Thus, we accept the null
hypothesis which states that there is no significant
correlation between rural women's participation in extension
activities in the district of Tikrit, Salah al-Din, and
landholding size. This may be due to the fact that
landholding is of great importance to rural women. As the
size of the landholding increases, the amount of time spent
on agricultural work also increases, leaving the woman with
less time to participate in extension activities. This is
necessary for proper land management and achieving higher
productivity.

4. Attitude towards Extension Activities: The results
showed that the attitude of the respondents towards
extension activities ranged between (10 - 22). The
respondents were categorized into three groups based
on this range, as shown in Table (11).

Table 11: Distribution of respondents according to the categories

Category [Number| % Nean Obstacles Trs Value of attitude towards counselling activities
Simple 72 63.72% 87.77 0.13 Category Number| % | Average Obstacles |r.s Value
Compound 41 36.28% 92.73 - Negative (10-13)| 21 |18.58 93.90 0.24
Total 113 100% Neutral (14-17) 40 [35.40 92.32
Positive (18+) 52 146.02 85.71
It is clear from table (9) that the highest percentage of Total 113 {100%

respondents are in the simple category (63.72%), while the
highest average number of obstacles in the category of
complex families (92.74), and to find the correlation
between the type of family and the size of the obstacles
facing rural women, Spearman's correlation coefficient was
used and the value of the correlation coefficient was (0.13),
and to test the significance of the relationship, the t test was
used and it was found to be insignificant. Thus, we accept
the statistical hypothesis that states (there is no significant
correlation between rural women's participation in extension
activities in Tikrit district / Salah al-Din governorate and
family type).

3. The size of the holding: The results showed that the
size of the respondents' holdings ranged from (20 to
150) dunums, and they were distributed according to
the extent into three categories as shown in Table (10).

Table 10: Distribution of respondents according to tenure size

categories
Mean
[0)
Category Number| % obstacles r Value
Low (20-63 dunums) 72 |63.72%| 85.75 0.29

Medium (64-107 dunums) 37 [32.74%| 96.16 -
High (108-151 dunums) 4 3.54% | 97.38 -
Total 113 | 100%

** indicates that the correlation is significant at the (0.01) level

It can be seen from Table (10) that the highest percentage of
the respondents falls under the "Low" category, with a
percentage of (63.72%), while the highest mean for

www.extensionjournal.com

** indicates that the correlation is significant at the (0.01) level

It can be seen from table (11) that the highest percentage of
respondents are in the positive category (46.02%), while the
highest average of obstacles was in the negative category
(93.90). To find the correlation between the attitude towards
extension activities and the magnitude of obstacles facing
rural women, Spearman's correlation coefficient was used
and the value of the correlation coefficient was (0. (24), and
to test the significance of the relationship, the (t) test was
used and it was found to be significant at (0.01), thus
rejecting the statistical hypothesis that states (there is no
significant correlation between the participation of rural
women in extension activities in Tikrit district / Salah al-Din
governorate and the attitude towards extension activities)
This may be because rural women who have a positive
attitude towards participating in activities are keen to attend
those activities regardless of the circumstances.

Conclusion

1. The results showed that the magnitude of the obstacles
faced by rural women in the research area is high and
tends to average, we conclude that there are many
obstacles faced by them in all studied areas.

2. The results showed that the phrase (lack of
governmental support for women to carry out
productive projects for women) ranked first in the field
of obstacles for rural women, inferring the lack of
resources that rural women need to carry out some
industrial or agricultural work.

3. The results showed that the phrase (weak community
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interest in training women compared to men) ranked
first in the field of obstacles related to social obstacles,
we conclude that there is a need to sensitise the rural
community on the importance of training rural women
to enable them to manage their own projects.

The results showed that the phrase (not implementing
extension activities in the village where the woman
lives) ranked first in the field of obstacles related to
agricultural extension, we conclude that it is difficult
for rural women to reach the places of implementation
of extension activities outside the village, which does
not allow them to benefit from these activities.

The results showed that there is a significant correlation
between the obstacles to rural women's participation in
extension activities and most of the studied factors,
concluding that these factors are important and should
be taken into account to overcome the obstacles facing
rural women who do not participate in extension
activities.

Recommendations

1.

The Directorate of Agriculture of Salah al-Din
Governorate and relevant departments should work on
finding solutions to the obstacles faced by rural women
in the study area.

Increase governmental support for rural women to
engage in productive projects, represented by the
Agricultural Bank and the Agricultural Equipment
Company, to support rural women and activate their
role in society, enabling their economic independence.
Focus on training rural women and avoid limiting
extension activities to men. This can be achieved by
appointing female agricultural extension agents in
agricultural departments to enable rural women to
communicate with them, train them in the villages
where rural women reside, and conduct field or home
Visits.

Consider the factors that have shown a significant
correlation  with  obstacles to rural women's
participation in extension activities when planning
development programs for rural women.

Allocate marketing outlets for the home-based
industries produced by rural women to ensure their sale
and help them obtain fair prices for their products.
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